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High-quality 17-inch monitors each employ a different technology
to provide great color accuracy and crisp images for publishing

pros and business users alike.

B it Macllser, and honestly, we

5 thought we'd seen it all: pivois,
hoods, wacky-colored bezels — you name
it But just when we thought we'd reached
|.1dﬂ]. been there-done-that status, we re
ceived the Panasonic PanaFlat FF7o.

The first thing we noticed about the
PF7o is that its screenis flat. Completely
flat: flarter than a tabletop: flatter than
roadkill on Kout= 66. 5o flat, in fact, that

Wi'VE SEEM A LOT OF MONITORS here
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at first glance, it looks concave next to the
twio other monitors we tested, the
Mitsubishi Diamond Pro 87TXM and the
NEC ?\.".u]!i:\\l,':l'.l. |."_.'I§l'.l. The Diamond Pro's
screen has the subtle cvlindmcal curve
characteristic of Mitsubishi's Diamond-
Tron technology, and the MultiSync's
screen is slightly curved horizontally and
vertically, as are all other shadow-mask:
monitor screens. The less scoeen curve,
the fewer patential problems with glare
To find out which of the three moni
tors has the best overall image quality,
MacUser Labs tested cach with a Minolta
Color Analyzer CA-1o0 and a Microvision
SuperScript 200 meter. We also gathered a

jury of image-quality experts 1o evaluate
each manltar. The Diamond Pro and
MultiSyne earned high praise for their im-
age E‘tLL‘lE,I'!."_ the '|'\-r:'rfr|1'm..1!'.r.t' of the
Panasonic FanaFlat PE7o. on the other
hand, threw us a curve,

Panasenic PanaFlat PFT0

It sounds like a winning combination: &

glare-reducing flat sereen coupled with a
high-quality slot-mask CET — but when

wi {ired up the FF7o, every member of our
image-quality jury ageeed that the concave
illusion produced by the flat screen was
more a disiraction than a benefit. After we
used the PanaFlat for a couple of weeks,
however, the illusion began to dissipate.
Although the PanaFlat does have good
color quality —
quality wasn't &s good as that of the Dia
mond Proand .'.iulliﬂ}'m monilors And
although the PanaFlat was acceptably
bright. our jury and our objective testing
indicated that its sharpness was adequate,
although its MTF (modsdation fransfer
Sunction, s measure of sharpness) scores
were the lowest of the thiee moniton

accurate, but muted ({1
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Although its on-screen contml are
eaxy to tese, the menu s placed on the cen
ter of the screen, an inconventent location
fur graphics pros making adjustments
while UsiEr 4 color calibrabor,

Mitsubishi Diamond Pro BTTXM

Of the three momitons we looked at; the
Diamond Pro produced the best image
quality. Our jury's finding that it produced
accurate color agreed with our ohjective
colortracking resulis And the Diamond
Pro's high scores in our sharpness tests
were confirmed by our jury results

The DMamond Pro has an abundant ar
ray of controls, The digital on-screen con
trol menu is placed in the lower center of
the screen, so there [sn’t any interference
with a color calibrator, Alsa, Mitsublshi
bundles 8 helpfil software package of ad
justment controls and test screens. The
Diamond Pro s the only monitor of the
three that comes with ColorSync profiles

MNEC MultisSync P750

Owur jury agreed that the MultiSync's color
quality and brightness were quite good
the monitar alse scored well in our objec
tive testing. Its :h.n'p rl:-Flrmiur:i-'rn of text
and line art was better than that of the
FanaFlat monitor and almest as good ax
that of the Diamond Pro manitor.

The MultiSyne, like the other two
monttors in this review, has a larpe setof
digital, on-screen controls. As with the
PanaFlat, hawever, you can't move the
MulttSync's menu from (s center poaition
of the sciesn.

The Bottom Line Graphics pros need great
image quality, and the Mitsubishi Dia
mand Pro 87 TXM fills the bill Iy also has
an excellent set of controls for fine-tuning
and at S?.p;\. tt's the least cXpensive of
the three. The image quality of the NEC
MultiSync Prso is essentially as good as
that of the Damond Pro, but the Multi
Sync costs 100 more. The Panasonic
PanaFlat PFyois a quality mondtos, and its
perfectly flat screen is a glare reducing
plus. But its comparatively high price and
less-than-ideal image Htui:i'l'y mave it to
third place among three fine monitors.
« Bownan Layala



